
Session Seven

40 Days of Prayer
Leader's Guide

 “Celebrating!”

 What Participants will need:
1. The 40 Days of Prayer Survey from last week 
2. Pens
3. Participant Handouts (optional)

OPENING
There is no opening exercise for this session
  
 

SCRIPTURE MEMORY

Take the time to practice the memory verse together.  You will use it during the prayer time.

CELEBRATE  

This is the finale of the 40 Days of Prayer.  This session will be exciting, encouraging, 
energizing and fun and will help build greater group community as you recognize how you have 
grown and hear the stories of how God has worked in the lives of others.  

This is a celebration; try to do things to create an environment of celebration.  Have extra 
refreshments, a party like atmosphere, and maybe even some fun decorations.  Be creative or, 
if you are “party challenged,” recruit a member of your group who has the spiritual gift of party 
planning.

When you are ready to begin the session, have everyone pull out the surveys that were passed 
out last week.  Have extra copies (copy included here) to give to those who forgot to bring 
them.  If people have not filled them out, pass out pens and ask that they write down their 
responses to the questions they have answers for. 

After your time of sharing, move to a time of praise and thanksgiving in prayer.

PRAISE & THANKSGIVING

After the exciting sharing, it's now time to praise God in prayer.  Below is a suggested way for 
leading this prayer time.  

PRAISE Explain to everyone that you will begin with a time of praising God for who He is 
then later you will move to a time of thanking God for all the wonderful things He has 
done and that you have just shared.  Tell everyone that you will begin your praise by 
saying the memory verse together.  Then you will do a prayer exercise called the 
“ABC's of praise.” In this exercise you pick characteristics of God that start with each 
letter of the alphabet.  For example, you begin with the letter “A” and someone might
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say, “God I praise you as the Almighty” and another will say, “God you are awesome” 
etc.  Tell people to keep the praises short and to speak up whenever they have a 
praise that begins with the letter you are on.  After several people have said a praise, 
direct them to the next letter.  Some letters will require some creative thinking but 
that only adds to the fun.

THANKS When you finish the praises tell people that you are now moving to saying thanks.  
Encourage them to speak up and share words of thanks to God for the specific 
things God has done for them and/or what they have heard God do for others in the 
group.  Encourage them to give thanks for just one thing at a time and then let 
others offer thanks. When others have prayed, they can say a word of thanks for one 
more thing and then pause for others.  This way, one person doesn't say all the 
thanks and leave other people feeling like there is nothing left for them to say thanks 
for.

 
AMEN Close with a boisterous “AMEN!”

COLLECT THE SURVEYS

Please collect the surveys and mail them or bring them in to the church office.  The 
church leadership will be immensely blessed by hearing the stories of what God has done 
during the 40 Days of Prayer.  Sending these surveys in will be a great gift to them and a way to 
honor their ministry to the church. 
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The 40 Days of Prayer Study is written by Phil Sommerville & Christie Syftestad and can be reproduced 
by small group leaders for use in their groups



40 Days of Prayer Celebration
 (Please share as much detail as possible.  Use the back if you need more space to write)

1. How have you grown?  What are the important lessons you've learned?

2. How has your prayer life changed?  How have your prayers changed?

3. What's has been hardest for you?  What has been easier than you expected?

4. What have you heard God say to you or impress upon you during these 40 Days of Prayer?

5. What have you experienced God doing:
In your life?          Through your life?        Around you?

6. Have you noticed yourself rising to situations you would not have risen to previously?  

7. Beyond this group, with whom are you going to share about what God is doing in your life?  
Are there any non-Christian friends or relatives that you can share your experiences of 
prayer with?
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