[date]
 
[address]
 
Dear [insert recipient here],
 
Time flies by. I can't believe the summer is almost over! 

There is an opportunity for me that I would like to share with you. I have been attending Twin Lakes Church. It is a contemporary Christian church in Santa Cruz. They are getting a group together to serve in an orphanage in Rosarito, Mexico. Church groups like TLC support the orphanage and, as if the case now, send teams to partner in the work. Groups help serve meals, complete construction projects, take care of the kids, work at the dental clinic, and many other activities that support the orphanage and the migrant farm working community.
 
I feel that God has called me to serve on this trip. I have been so blessed in so may ways, that I really want to give something back. My church calls this a "vacation with a purpose." I am looking forward to sharing my time with the children, but I am also hoping to build friendships with other people from my church. Others that have gone on this trip talk about how it has changed their lives. I am praying that the Holy Spirit will move in me while I am there.
 
It has been difficult for me to ask for help from anyone. But now I have the opportunity to humbly ask you to be a part of my going on this trip. Would you consider praying for this ministry, and perhaps contributing to my financial needs? The cost of the entire trip is approximately $500.00. A gift of any amount would be greatly appreciated. I will be in Mexico from [insert dates here], and need to make my final payment by [insert date]. Please also consider praying for our groups; safe travels, health, the ability to work together in a different culture, and to serve God with gladness. If you feel led to help me financially, please send your gift to I'm excited about the opportunity and experience that lie ahead. I hope you see the value in what we will accomplish. I need to raise [insert amount here] by [insert date here]. If you can support me in a financial way, I would be very grateful!  If you would like to be part of this mission through your financial support, send a check to:   [insert your address here].
     
Envelopes are enclosed for your convenience. Please make your check payable to Twin Lakes Church and write [insert team/country name here] on the memo line.  Please do not write my name anywhere on the check--the IRS has informed us that doing so will prevent your gift from being tax deductible. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider this request. I would love to be able to share more about this trip with you. I’ll give you a call soon to tell you more and see what you think.
 
And, most importantly, I also need your prayer support!
 
In His love,
 
(or) In His Service,

[your name]
