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FIRST THESSALONIANS:
• One of the  ____________________ books in the New Testament 

• One of the  ____________________ books in the New Testament 

• One of the  ____________________ books in the New Testament  

• One of the most ________________ books in the New Testament 

BACKGROUND:
Acts 17: Paul preaches in Thessalonica, a large, influential 
port city, over three Sabbaths in 49 A.D. He meets a very mixed 
reaction, and flees after a violent riot. Timothy is sent to check on 
the baby church, and Paul writes this encouraging letter in response. 
The church here has endured ever since its shaky start.
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4 MARKS OF WORLD CHANGERS

1. MOTIVATED  ____________________________

“Paul, Silas and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in 
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to 
you. We always thank God for all of you and continually mention 
you in our prayers. We remember before our God and Father your 
work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your 
endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1 Thess. 1:1-3 NIV

“For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has 
chosen you…” 1 Thess. 1:4

2. MIRROR ________________________________

“You know how we lived among you for your sake. You became 
imitators of us and of the Lord…” 1 Thess. 1:5b,6a

3. MOVE __________________________________

“…for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering 
with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.” 1 Thess. 1:6b

4. MODEL ________________________________

“And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia 
and Achaia. The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known 
everywhere.” 1 Thess. 1:7,8a

Resources used in preparation: 
Thanks to Ray Pritchard, Rick Warren, Tim Keller, and many others 
for sermons and books that contributed content to this message!
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