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“By faith we live above ourselves in Christ.
Through love we live below ourselves in our neighbor.”

Martin Luther, “Concerning Christian Liberty” (paraphrased)

1 Thessalonians 3:6-13
6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has 
brought good news about your faith and love. He has told us 
that you always have pleasant memories of us and that you 
long to see us, just as we also long to see you. 7 Therefore, 
brothers and sisters, in all our distress and persecution we 
were encouraged about you because of your faith. 8 For now 
we really live, since you are standing firm in the Lord. 9 How 
can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we 
have in the presence of our God because of you? 10 Night 
and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again 
and supply what is lacking in your faith. 

11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus 
clear the way for us to come to you. 12 May the Lord make 
your love increase and overflow for each other and for 
everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen 
your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the 
presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes 
with all his holy ones.
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HOW DO I LIVE THIS WAY?

•   to Jesus in faith.

•   to others in love.

Acknowledgement:
Today’s message was influenced by a sermon on the same verses by Glen Scrivener, 
Church of England, Eastbourne, UK, June 12, 2014. 
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LIFE OF JESUS READING PLAN 
Our Video Devos are on summer break. They resume on Labor 
Day. Instead we are going to read through the life of Christ. Great 
for all ages! Download the bookmark at tlc.org/LifeOfJesus or 
pick one up at the Info desk. Here are this week’s readings:

READING 1 (Luke 1:1-25)
Elizabeth says, “the Lord has done this for me…” Take a moment to 
think of 5 things the Lord has done for you lately and thank him!

READING 2 (Luke 1:26–56)
How can you have Mary’s attitude today and say to God, “I am the 
Lord’s servant”?

READING 3 (Luke 1:57–80)
Thank God for examples of people like John the Baptist, Zechariah 
and Elizabeth. Pray that God will use your life to encourage others!

READING 4 (Matthew 1:18–25 & Luke 2:1–21)
As you read today’s passages write down one thing that strikes 
you about Jesus’ birth.

READING 5 (Luke 2:22–38 & Matthew 2:1–23)
Simeon’s life dream was fulfilled – he saw the Messiah! Ask God to 
give you a joy like Simeon’s when it comes to knowing God.
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